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1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  What was the intended outcome of goal?
Name/Title: Teacher enthusiasm
Research Question: What are the effects of teacher enthusiasm on the academic and behavioral performance of junior high students with learning disabilities?
Description of subjects:  (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.) Sixteen LD junior high students; 8 white, 8 black; 11 male, 5 female; in two intact science classes taught by one teacher.  Mean IQ 85.  Lower SES. Mean age 14.3. Midwestern urban school.
2. Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

Two groups of students were treated to two different types of teacher behavior:

Teacher enthusiasm defined as: a) rapid uplifting, varied vocal delivery; b) dancing, wide open eyes; c) frequent, demonstrative gestures; d) varied, dramatic body movements, e) varied, emotive facial expression; f) selection of varied words; g) ready, animated acceptance of ideas and feelings; and h) exuberant, over-all energy level.

Teacher non-enthusiasm defined as the absence of the enthusiastic elements.

3.  Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.)

Two intact classes.  Two week study in daily 50 minute sessions.  Within-subjects crossover design.  One group received enthusiastic instruction, the other unenthusiastic on the first unit of instruction.  Methods were reversed on the second unit.  

Each group received instruction on two weather units designed to be similar in total content, number of concepts taught and number of learning activities.  Execution of the instruction was identical for both treatment groups.

4. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)
Academic performance was measured by one 17-item teacher-constructed test for each unit, administered individually and orally.  Teacher enthusiasm was measured with an 8-item scale with reliability of 0.96 for enthusiastic and 0.92 for unenthusiastic. Student involvement was rated on a scale of 1-5 with mean reliability of 0.85.
5. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. 

Enthusiastic teaching (as described by eight variables) resulted in significant differences in academic performance as well as significant reduction in off task behaviors.

Effect size for academic performance 1.7   Effect size for student behavior 0.92

6. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  

Yes, the intervention was based on the process Scruggs and Mastropieri used on previous special education research (1990).
Did implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?
Yes.  Fidelity and integrity of the intervention (teacher behavior) were checked with an 8-item scale by outside observers. (Results above.)
7.
Were gains in student achievement reported?  

Yes.  The means and SD on the 17 item test were reported for both the enthusiastic and less enthusiastic groups.
If student achievement gains were reported, were they sustained over time? Not reported
8. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Yes. Is this study a replication of an earlier study? No.
Rating    4     Design (scale: 1-5)


Summary:

Sixteen junior high school students with LD enrolled in two science classrooms were taught by one of the school’s learning disabilities teachers in a lower SES Midwestern, urban setting.  Students were subjected to enthusiastic and unenthusiastic teacher behaviors.  Enthusiastic teacher behavior (defined by 8 variables) resulted in significant differences in academic performance and significant reductions in student off-task behavior, as well as subjectively observed increases in student interest.
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