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	1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention? What was the research question? What was the intended outcome of goal?

	Name/Title: Accelerated Reader 

	Intended Outcome:  The intended outcome was to find that student reading ability was strongly and positively related to any of the in-school reading practices. 

	Research Question(s): What is the relationship between practice at reading, silent reading performance, and the organizational features of the school system? 


	2. Describe the subjects (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.).

	
	Description of subjects:  (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.)

Grade

Schools

Number of Students

Points

K

205

13,200

40,012

1

703

45,736

299,792

2

1,012

65,115

770.772

3

1,252

84,192

1,406,374

4

1,382

95,754

2,041.306

5

1,363

96,574

2,559,969

6

992

89,122

2,371,403

7

644

75,109

1,826,959

8

581

64,018

1,624,809

9

101

13,414

179,606

10

68

6,323

107,378

11

64

5,859

77,503

12

51

3,630

60,758

SE

16

1,168

40,532

Total


   2,193





13,407,173




	3. Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

	
	Accelerated Reader-data was gathered from the computer assisted reading program.


	4. Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.).

	
	The study was a survey of results.


	5. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)

	
	Data gathered from two previous studies using similar methodology were aggregated and re-analyzed.  In the 1992 study, AR points and standardized reading test scores for 4,498 elementary and middle school students ranging in ages from six to sixteen years were available from teachers in sixty-four schools. The 1993 study involved a larger sample of 10,124 students from one hundred and thirty six schools.  

Investigations of differences between states, grades, and types of school, new data were collected from schools using AR by a mail survey.  Thirteen thousand schools nationwide that had owned AR for more than four months were surveyed and 2,193 (17%) responded with data on 659,124 students in grades K-12.  The ethnic and socio-economic status of students in these schools was analyzed and found to approximate generally that of US schools.

During the year, 659,214 students were in the sample and earned over 13,407,173 AR points which equated to over two million books read.

	6. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study.

	
	The data suggest that on an average, the amount of literature-based reading practice increases until the sixth grade and then declines.  The Goodlad study in 1984 noted a similar pattern.  Accelerated Reader was used as a supplement to the regular reading curriculum in most of the participating schools.  A small proportion of the school implemented the recommended allocation of sixty minutes per day for silent reading.  Any increases in reading time in these schools were largely attributed to increased reading in the students’ own time than in class time free reading.  The data suggested that the longer AR had been used in a school, the more students read.  The mean points per student in schools where AR had been used less than one year was 9.78, 17.68 for one year, 20.91 for year years, 24.94 for three years, and 28.95 for four or more years.  There was a 64% higher level of reading practice in schools using AR for four or more years as compared to schools using AR for just one year across all grade levels surveyed.  

Public school students logged mean AR points of 19.34 while private schools logged a mean of 32.24.  Private schools in this sample appear to engage in 67 percent more reading practice on average than did the public schools.  

Data from grades three through six in public schools were isolated for analysis.  The data suggest that significantly more reading practice occurs in small schools than in large schools.  Mean points per student was 30.36 in schools with less than 200 students, 24.73 in schools of 200 to 400 students, 23.43 in schools of 400 to 600, 20.09 in schools of 600 to 800, 14.3 in schools of 800 to 1000, and 13.93 in schools over 1000 students.


	7. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	8. Were gains in student achievement reported?  

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	9. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	10. Summary:

	Rating of Research Design
   _1_   (scale: 1-5)

	
	This study explores the relationship between practice at reading, student reading performance, and organizational features of the school system.  Data generated through the Accelerated Reader program were gathered as a measure of reading practice for over 659,000 students in grades K-12 in one school year.  Students and states performing high and low on reading tests were compared.

The data suggested that student reading ability was strongly positively related to the amount of in-school reading practice.  The time allocated in school to reading practice on self-selected materials declined after grades 5/6.   The amount of reading practice was negatively correlated with school size.  More reading practice occurred in private than in public schools.
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