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1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  What was the intended outcome of goal?
Research questions: Are their identifiable factors that predict early reading success in school?

Intended outcome or goal:  To develop a comprehensive set of kindergarten prereading tasks that will predict reading achievement at the end of first and second grade and to determine at what point in the kindergarten year the various tasks exert their maximum predictive power.  

Subjects:  102 kindergarten student in rural, lower middle SES who didn’t attend preschool.

2.  Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

This study assessed the ability of six kindergarten prereading skills to predict later reading achievement.  Two of the schools served lower middle class SES and the other two had a more heterogenous population.  The students were 97% Caucasian.  

3.  Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.)

Prereading skills of 102 children from four rural North Carolina schools were assessed at the beginning, middle, and end of K and reading skills at the end of 1st and 2nd grades.  

Administered 6 predictor tasks at 3 points during kindergarten, and reading achievement tasks at the end of 1st and 2nd grade.  Instruction was not manipulated.  Two individual interviews with each kindergarten teacher and one with each 1st grade teacher.

4. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)

Children tested at beginning, middle, and end of kindergarten for:

*Alphabet recognition

* Beginning consonant awareness

*  Concept of word in text

*  Spelling with beginning and ending consonants

* Phoneme segmentation

* Word recognition

* Contextual reading  Woodcook Reading Mastery Test  

Used stepwise linear regression to determine which kindergarten variables best predicted first and second grade reading achievement.  

5. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. 

Four kindergarten skills – alphabet recognition, concept of word in text, spelling with beginning and ending consonants and word recognition –   effectively predicts success in first grade reading; effective predictions of 1st and 2nd grade reading achievement could be made at the middle of kindergarten; and a phonemic spelling task was effective in predicting success in beginning reading while phoneme segmentation was not a significant predictor at any point.  

6. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?  There was no intervention

No:  
x

Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.

7.
Were gains in student achievement reported?  Not purpose of study

No:  
x


Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.


If student achievement gains were reported, were they sustained over time?

7. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

No:  

x

Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.

Summary:

This study of 102 children from four rural North Carolina schools identifies the prereading skills and sequence that allow for effective prediction of later reading success.  Four kindergarten skills – alphabet recognition, concept of word in text, spelling with beginning and ending consonants and word recognition – effectively predict success in first grade reading; effective predictions of 1st and 2nd grade reading achievement could be made at the middle of kindergarten. Developmental spelling ability in kindergarten is a surprisingly effective predictor.  The study shows that developmental spelling is clearly superior to oral phoneme segmentation in predicting later success.  Assessing children for these skills allows for effective identification and intervention to improve children’s literacy skills and later chances for first grade success.  

Limitations:


*  The students were all in classrooms wherein teachers practiced balanced instruction methods.  Different practices would have produced different predictors


*  Many of the children did not have preschool.  Given that children vary in the amount of literacy knowledge they bring into kindergarten, there may be variation in the timing and sequence o f prediction factors. 
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