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1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  What was the intended outcome of goal?
Name/Title:   Strategic Note Taking

Research Question:  Is strategic note taking effective for the recall and comprehension of lecture information for high school students with learning disabilities? 

2.   Description of subjects:  (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.)

· 22 high school students categorized as learning disabled (LD)
· 4 high school students categorized as educable mentally handicapped (EMR)
· all students were enrolled in a special education English or science class
· students were in grades 10 through 12 and randomly assigned by grade and disability to either a control or experimental group
· each group had 13 students with similar IQ scores and writing sample scores
· students attended a large high school in a rural district bordering a large metropolitan area in the Midwest
2. Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

There was a 50 minute training session followed by a scripted lesson that trained students how to use the strategic note taking form.  Descriptions of strategic note taking were modeled throughout the practice session with “think alouds” to convey the techniques verbally to the students.  The second 50 minute training session had the experimental students use the same videotaped lecture and a new strategic note taking form.  

3.  Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.)

· study conducted over four sessions

· two videotaped lectures were used, one for training and one for testing

· first two sessions used to train the experimental group with the first video taped lecture

· third session had the experimental and control groups viewing the second videotaped lecture, recorded notes, and completed the immediate free recall (IFR) and comprehension measures

· control group was provided with lined blank paper and instructed to use conventional note taking procedures to record their notes from the video taped lecture

· fourth session (2 days later) both the experimental and control groups together completed the long term free recall measures (LFR) measure

4. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)  
 A Multivariate Analysis of Variance (MANOVA) was use to analyze the data.  Total word count and total vocabulary word count were analyzed.  This study included power and ETA squared (effect size) for coefficients for each variable.  The effect size for each variable represented a large size over 0.14.  
5. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. 

The analysis yielded statistical significance with Wilks’ Lambda=0.20 Overall significance was obtained for the experimental on all four variables beyond the control group.  The four variables included IFR, LFR, Comprehension test, and number of words from notes.  

6. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?  

No:  

X

Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.

8.  Were gains in student achievement reported?  

     No:  

X

Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.


If student achievement gains were reported, were they sustained over time?

7. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?  

No:  

X

Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.

Summary:

This study investigated the effects of using a strategic note taking strategy with 26 10th – 12th grade students, categorized with learning disabilities or educable mentally handicapped, that were enrolled in a special education English or science class.  Strategic note taking strategies can significantly improve recall and comprehension for high school special education students compared to using conventional note taking strategies.

Rating:

__3_      Design (scale: 1-5)
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