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	1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention? What was the research question? What was the intended outcome of goal?

	Name/Title:  Accelerated Reader  

	Intended Outcome:  The intended outcome was to investigate the claim that Accelerated Reader creates lifelong readers, that is, students who continue to read independently after they no longer participate in the AR system, as compared with students who did not use the AR program.   

	Research Question(s):  What are the lasting effects on the reading habits of middle school students exposed to Accelerated Reader in elementary grades?  


	2. Describe the subjects (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.).

	
	The students were recruited from 7th grade classrooms in one exurban district (one that is both rural as well as small city schools) The schools were in two suburban U.S. school districts.  There were 1,771 students from 10 different middle schools.  These middle schools are in districts where some of the feeder elementary schools use AR and some do not.  One district employed AR in the middle schools and the other two did not.  


	3. Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

	
	Accelerated Reader computerized program


	4. Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.).

	
	There was no control group for this study.  Students from ten middle schools were involved in the study.  The final data was included from those students who were in the district during their fifth grade year and have been exposed to Accelerated Reader.  Much of the information about the study is theoretically and empirically based.  The data was collected during October.  This would indicate that a short period of time lapsed from the start of the school year until data was collected.  There was no explanation of how researchers were trained or the time spent collecting the data.
  

	5. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)

	
	Data collection took place during October.  The Title Recognition Test surveys were administered by the authors and by doctoral students they had trained.  All students with valid permission slips were surveyed and included in the determination of reliability estimates.  Only students whom the researchers could determine were in the district during their 5th grade year and who had been exposed to AR were included in the statistical analyses.  This resulted in the inclusion of 1,536 students in the final analyses.  The instrument was not designed to gather data on any of the subjects’ elementary school experiences.  Therefore, it is not known whether the students were rewarded with prizes in addition to points for participating in AR.  However it was ascertained that the elementary schools that did not participate in AR did not subscribe to any other electronic or computer-based reading system.  Many of the students in the school districts used library services so it is assume that students participating in some form of library reading program.  This would not apply to students across the board that did or did not have AR in their schools. The TRT had instructions read to the students and printed on their response sheets.  It tool five minutes to administer the TRT.  Data was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha and produced a reliability estimate of .79.  The first analysis compared students in all three districts, dividing them into two groups, those who had AR in their schools and those who did not.  In order to control for differences in reading levels between districts, a z-score was computed for each TRT score within each district.  These standard scores by district were then entered into an omnibus analysis.


	6. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study.

	
	The study was conducted to investigate the claim that Accelerated Reader creates lifelong readers and students who continue to read independently after they no longer participate in the AR system, as compared to those students who did not use the AR program.  The overall results of this study do not support the claim.  The results were complicated.  The schools in the suburban school districts that continue to use the AR program in the middle school showed a significant positive difference in the amount of reading done by these students having had AR in elementary school.  The other suburban district not using AR in middle school showed a significant negative difference in the amount of reading done by those students who had used the program in the elementary school.

The results seem to suggest that when the AR program is used in elementary school it does not result in middle school students who read more relative to those who did not use it.  Students who did not have AR in elementary school in these two districts are reading more relative to their AR exposed peers.  As for the advantage of students who used AR in their elementary schools and now have AR in the middle school, could it be that they understand how the program works?  The study would indicate the effects of AR increase with time.  The time advantage is related to being able to negotiate the program more efficiently.  One of the major contributions of motivation to text comprehension is that motivation increases reading amount, which then increases text comprehension.  Reading amount leads to increases in reading comprehension.  The authors believe that students will not become lifelong readers from tests or points or incentive programs.  They believe that readers are not motivated by a computer bookkeeping program.  


	7. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	8. Were gains in student achievement reported?  

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	9. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	10. Summary:

	Rating of Research Design
   _1_  (scale: 1-5)

	
	The overall results of this study do not support the claim.  The results were complicated.  The schools in the suburban school districts that continue to use the AR program in the middle school showed a significant positive difference in the amount of reading done by these students having had AR in elementary school.  The other suburban district not using AR in middle school showed a significant negative difference in the amount of reading done by those students who had used the program in the elementary school.

The results seem to suggest that when the AR program is used in elementary school it does not result in middle school students who read more relative to those who did not use it.  Students who did not have AR in elementary school in these two districts are reading more relative to their AR exposed peers.  As for the advantage of students who used AR in their elementary schools have in their districts using AR in the middle school, could it be that they understand how the program works?  The study would indicate the effects of AR increase with time.  The time advantage is related to being able to negotiate the program more efficiently.  One of the major contributions of motivation to text comprehension is that motivation increases reading amount, which then increases text comprehension.  Reading amount leads to increases in reading comprehension.  The authors believe that students will not become lifelong readers from tests or points or incentive programs.  They believe that readers are not motivated by a computer bookkeeping program.
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