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	1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention? What was the research question? What was the intended outcome of goal?

	Name/Title:  The Movie Project (use of technology in writing)

	Intended Outcome: 

	Research Question(s):  How does student writing in the areas of organization, voice, and/or ideas improve with involvement in technology-rich instruction?


	2. Describe the subjects (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.).

	
	--139 (88 from Movie Project School; 51 from Traditional School) 

--evenly divided among sixth, seventh, eighth grade students

--The two middle schools used in the comparison were from the same district; SES was not provided.  

--Students from seven teachers participated (one sixth, seventh, eighth grade teacher from each building and one at-risk teacher from the Traditional School who taught all three grade levels.

	
	


	3. Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

	
	The Movie Project involved writing and presenting movie scripts.

--Student teams within each grade level campaigned for various topics.

--Each grade level (6th, 7th, 8th) chose one topic (several sections within each grade level).

--Students applied to be director, sound mixer, camera crew, production crew, actor/actress, etc.

--Camcorders were used for filming.

--Mac computers used for editing.

--Writing teams wrote and rewrote the scripts.

--Final product was a 5-10 minute video.


	4. Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.).

	
	--Pre-test (beginning of school year) and post-test (end of school year) of students’ writing using the same prompt (a future place to visit).

--All students participated, but at the end of the study 20% of students from each teacher were chosen randomly.

--Control group was another middle school in the same school district that did not use the Movie Project.

--The Movie Project was a 9-week project in which much of the work was completed outside of class with help of library/media specialist.


	5. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)

	
	--Writing samples were coded and scored on a 5-point scale in the areas of organization, voice, and ideas (rubric adopted from the Six-Trait Writing Model).

-- Two researchers each scored half the papers.  Ten percent were scored by both researchers to test for consistency.

--MANOVA was used to analyze data.  Writing scores were examined by grade level.  Beginning of the year, end of the year, and changes between two scores were calculated in the individual areas of ideas, organization, and voice.

--Teachers were interviewed for one hour about their writing curriculum, use of technology as it related to the writing curriculum, and familiarity with and use of the Six-Trait Writing Process.  Interviews were recorded, and researcher’s notes were compared to the tapes.

--The findings did not analyze gender nor compare at-risk students to traditional students.


	6. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study.

	
	--The Movie Project School started the school year with statistically significant higher scores than the Traditional School.  However, at the end of the school year, the students in both schools improved their scores but there was no statistically significant difference between the two schools’ scores.  There were statistically significant differences between the pretest scores of the sixth graders in all three areas, but not for the seventh or eighth graders.

--The authors credit other factors for the differences:  (1) teachers in the Traditional School did not do the Movie Project, but they used technology more often, having students use word processing, make PowerPoint presentations, and use the Internet for research (researchers were unaware of this prior to the study), (2) teachers in the Traditional School assigned twice as many essays and journal entries during the year, and (3) teachers in the Traditional School used the writing process more often than teachers in the Movie Project School.


	7. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	8. Were gains in student achievement reported?  

	No:  



Yes: 
X


	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	9. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	10. Summary:

	Rating of Research Design
   _2_  (scale: 1-5)

	
	The researchers asked, “Does the infusion of technology in the writing portion of a middle school language art curriculum increase student writing scores in the areas of ideas, organization, and/or voice?”  Two middle schools (sixth-eighth graders) in the same school district were compared in writing samples with the same writing prompt given at the beginning and end of the school year.  One school, called the Movie Project School, employed a nine-week project at each middle school grade level, in which the students wrote, rewrote, acted, filmed, and created a 5-10 minute video from a nine-week collaborative movie project.  The other school offered a more traditional language arts curriculum.  Even though the Movie Project School had higher pre-test scores and students in both schools improved in their writing over the school year, the post-test scores of the two schools were not significantly different.  Three variables included the Traditional School’s use of more technology in other ways (word processing, PowerPoint, Internet research), twice as much writing, and increased use of the writing process.  The authors recommend more research in which the variables are constant.


Page 3 of 3

