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1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  What was the intended outcome of goal?
Name/Title:  Survey of students to find what factors make them want to read.
Research Question:  What factors make sixth grade students want to read?  The purpose of the

 study was to find out what makes students in middle school classrooms want to read. 

2.   Description of subjects:  (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.)

1,765 sixth graders were surveyed.  They came from 23 diverse schools in the mid-Atlantic and northeastern United States.  

· 49% were female 

· 51% were male.  

·  64% of the students were from schools in which 0-25% were eligible for free school lunch

· 31% of the students were from schools in which 26-50% of all students were eligible for free school lunch

· 5% of the students were from schools where 51-100% of the students were eligible for free school lunch

· 71% of the students were European American

· 12% of the students were African American

· 7% of the students were Hispanic American

· 7% of the students were Asian American

· 3% of the students were other ethnicity

· 44% of the participants were from mixed-ability classrooms

· 29% of the participants were from average-ability classrooms

· 10% of the participants were from high ability classrooms

· 10% of the participants were from low ability classrooms

· 7% of the participants were from “other” kinds of classrooms
3.  Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

A survey with open-ended response items, short-answer items, and checklist items was administered.  There were two settings.  One was an urban area in the northeastern United States and one in a rural, small-city area in the mid-Atlantic.  Both settings had a wide range of economic and cultural diversity in local middle schools.  

4. Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.)

There were 23 schools involved in the survey with 79 teachers and 109 total classrooms of students completing the survey.  79% of the students received parental permission to complete the survey.  There were 1,765 sixth grade students who completed the survey. 

5. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)

Data was entered on a master grid for that a comparison of the number of students responding to the survey.  Response percentages were computed across classrooms.  

A sizable response rate of 79% of students participated in the survey.  There were several limitations to this study including:

· Even though a  variety of school populations representing a wide range of socioeconomic, cultural, and instructional experiences were in the study, we were limited to these schools

· Detailed information was collected about classroom instruction and learning environments from teachers’ self-reported information on a written form

· Teachers also provided information about gender and ethnicity for the participating students in order to kept he process anonymous

· The surveys were administered and collected by classroom teachers which may have influenced how students responded to some questions.  

6. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. 

The analysis of the survey data provided information in the following three areas:

· What students valued most in their reading or language arts classes

· Free reading time like DEAR or silent reading
63%

· Teacher reading out loud



62%

· Reading plays and poetry out loud


36%

· Class Novels




31%

· Students reading out loud



26%

· Reading with the whole class


23%

· Book discussion groups



23%

· Reading stories from the reading book

16%

· What students said motivated them to read

· Quality of the material and student interest

24%

· Variety of materials and specific types of books
14%

· Ease of reading and other responses

4%

· How middle school classrooms measured up

· Access to materials




61%

· Classroom not viewed as a place to find good books  74%

7. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

No:  
X

Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.

8.  Were gains in student achievement reported?  

No:  
X

Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.

If student achievement gains were reported, were they sustained over time?

9. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

No:  
X

Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.

Summary:

The authors surveyed 1,765 middle school students to determine their attitude toward reading and the survey results clearly indicate that high engagement reading and language arts classrooms would include time to read, time to listen to teachers read, and access to personally interesting materials as main factors that influence why students want to read in middle school classrooms.  This is not empirical research, but the article would provide good background information for middle school faculties.

Rating

___1_ Design (scale: 1-5)
Effect size:  Not applicable
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