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	1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention? What was the research question? What was the intended outcome of goal?

	Name/Title:  Broward County Alliance of Quality Schools  

	Intended Outcome: 

	Research Question(s):  Did the district accountability and school improvement system provide evidence that more at risk students achieved at higher levels when implementing Direct Instruction, Accelerated Reader and Computer Assisted Instruction?


	2. Describe the subjects (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.).

	
	Tables are included that list 77.8% of the elementary students were Black, 11.3% Hispanic and 9.2% white. SES ranged from 82-84% of the schools with 13-14% LEP.  For the middle schools, specific data was not provided on race and ethnicity.  From the graph, approximately 65% of the middle school students were Black with about 15% Hispanic and 20% White.  SES was 63.5% and LEP was 8.2%.


	3. Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

	
	Participating Alliance schools implemented Direct Instruction, Junior Great Books, Corrective Reading, CCC software, Accelerated Reader, Writing Standards and Instruction, and Curriculum Supervision.  School coaches were assigned to schools two days per week to provide on-site feedback to staff members four times per year, on-site assistance and coaching to members of the Behavioral Team, assisting the curriculum facilitator in developing ease of entry procedures for incoming students, and diagnosing the needs of students who are not making adequate progress academically or behaviorally.  Schools were to have school-wide management plans to teach students school routines and expectations on an ongoing basis and included a family component.  To strengthen the Alliance program at the middle school level, students in all grades received “daily openers in reading comprehension and mathematics, in addition to test preparation materials.”  


	4. Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.).

	
	Participating schools were chosen based on four criteria:  a) number of students on free and reduced –price meals, b) the mobility rate, c) the number of students above age for grade, and d) the results on the Stanford Achievement Tests.  The article did not have any evidence of an experimental design.  All students enrolled in BCPS in grades 3-8 during 1998-9 and who took SAT8 were included in the analysis and identified as Alliance Project students or district students.  


	5. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)

	
	A repeated measures MANOVA with repeated measures in one factor was performed to identify any statistically significant differences between the results for the Alliance and the district comparison groups on the SAT8 Reading Comprehension subtest.  Percentile scores for the SAT8 Reading Comprehension subtest were transformed into NCE scores and then averaged to allow for statistical analyses of means.


	6. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study.

	
	Findings of the 1998 evaluation revealed that the impact of the project on academic achievement for elementary and middle school students varied by grade level and year.  The evaluation of the impact of the Alliance of Quality Schools project revealed that overall in the 1998-9 school year, Alliance students in Grades 4, 7, & 8 demonstrated increases in average SAT8 Reading Comprehension scores from 1997-8 levels.  Third, 5th, and 6th graders showed decreases.  Overall, the greatest increases occurred at the 4th-grade level, closely aligned to the grade levels targeted for state school accountability.   After adjusting for initial differences in 1998 reading comprehension NCE scores, the group of Alliance students who participated in the CR program and used the CCC software for 12 hours or more significantly outperformed the group of students who did not use the CCC software or used it for less than 5 hours. 

The findings also indicated that student behavior had improved with a decrease in the number of referrals at the elementary school level and in incident and disciplinary actions at the middle school level.


	7. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	8. Were gains in student achievement reported?  

	No:  



Yes: 
X


	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	At fourth, seventh and eighth  grade.




	9. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

	No:  
X


Yes: 



	If yes, briefly describe.

	
	


	10. Summary:

	Rating of Research Design
   .05_  (scale: 1-5)

	
	This article looked at the evaluation of the Alliance of Quality Schools 5 year project in Broward County Florida that included curriculum, behavioral intervention and leadership.  The district spent $3,000,000 each year and implemented Direct Instruction, Junior Great Books, Corrective Reading, CCC software, Accelerated Reader, Writing Standards and Instruction, and Curriculum Supervision in elementary and middle schools.  To strengthen the Alliance program at the middle school level, students in all grades received “daily openers in reading comprehension and mathematics, in addition to test preparation materials.  Participating schools were chosen based on four criteria:  a) number of students on free and reduced–price meals, b) the mobility rate, c) the number of students above age for grade, and d) the results on the Stanford Achievement Tests.  The implementation of the reading software occurred in the fifth and final year of the project.  The findings also indicated that student behavior had improved with a decrease in the number of referrals at the elementary school level and in incident and disciplinary actions at the middle school level.  Students in grades 4, 7, and 8 demonstrated increases in average scores in reading comprehension while students in third, fifth and sixth grade showed decreases in reading comprehension.

A weighted sampling process was used to identify a comparison group of students who attended the same Non-Alliance district elementary or middle schools for the same number of years. The sampling process appears to have been done to compare data at the fourth and fifth year of implementation of the project.

Limitations of this study:  There was no randomly assigned control group.  There was no description of instruction or of the implementation of instruction.  Because so “many” programs were implemented during this five year period, it is difficult to determine “what” caused the reported gains in student achievement.  There was no information about the quality of implementation and what data was used to measure implementation.  That information for each of the “programs” might provide additional information that is not found in this work.   
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