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1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  What was the intended outcome of goal?

Name/Title: Cultural Modeling Project

Research Question: Does scaffolding literary response using the African American English Vernacular improve the responses to literature of African-American students?

Description of Subjects:  Intact class taught by the researcher at an all-African American high school.  The researcher taught the class for two reasons: 1) to understand the process of implementing such a framework and 2) to develop a peer like relationship with the faculty.  Sixty-nine percent of its students are from low-income families.  Graduation rate reported for the time of this study was 65% compared to the state rate of 80%.  On the state-mandated achievement test in reading 73% of sophomores did not meet the basic goals, 25% met and 2% exceed the goals.  The average reading score on the ACT test was 15.4 in contrast to the state average of 23.1.

2.  Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

Before the framework was implemented, the teachers met over the summer to:

1) Read a variety of materials on African American English Vernacular, response to literature, composition, and constructivist theories.

2) Confront their assumptions about the language spoken by their students

3) Understand the intellectual and cultural capital their students contributed to the classroom and how it could be tapped productively.

The classes were videotaped daily, and student’s work and the tapes provided the data for analysis.  The researcher used transcripts of the tapes to analyze the daily discourse in order to make assertions about the reasoning processes and the sources for the reasoning.  The literary piece that was the focus of this discussion was Rattlebones.  

The cornerstones of the project were to model the strategies (not listed), help the students take responsibility for their own close reading and thinking, and engaging the students in close reading of the texts.  The students analyzed signifying dialogues of the African-American English Vernacular that included innuendo, double entendre, satire, irony, and figurative language to help them to discover the multiple layers of meaning and to infer and interpret the language.  These skills were then applied to the interpretation of literature that was scaffolded by selection in its introduction to use students’ background knowledge and world experience to help them to gradually take responsibility for the reading and thinking.

3.  Describe the design of the study 

Case study using intact class of under-achieving African-American freshmen scoring in the bottom quartile on the achievement test to demonstrate the intellectual rigor of which they are capable.

4. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) were used to report results? 
Descriptive study only.  No analysis of data.

5. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. 

The study demonstrated that despite low scores on standardized reading test, under-achieving students are capable of higher order thinking and application of this skill to literature.  

6. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

No:  
X

Yes: 

  If yes, briefly describe.

7.
Were gains in student achievement reported?  

No:  
X

Yes: 

  If yes, briefly describe.

7. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

No:  
X

Yes: 

  If yes, briefly describe.

Although no replication information was provided, there were classrooms using the CMP concurrently with this class.  Further study and data gathering are needed.

Summary
Although interesting and most likely somewhat significant, this descriptive study lacks any hard data to support the use of the CMP.  In addition, the intervention is not clearly described and could not be duplicated based on the information provided in this study.  The CMP seems to be modeled on Scaffolded Learning/Vygotsky theory with a culturally specific language twist for stratig [sic] the scaffolded learning.  The scaffolding and modeling are powerful tools and should be used by all teachers regardless of culture to increase the potential of success for all students.  Incorporate this thought if you wish.  There was no experimental design here at all.
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