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This is a refereed source (journal or book).  

1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  What was the intended outcome of goal?
Name/Title: Summarization Training
Research Question:  Does summarization training increase attention to text which is evidenced in quality of notes, studying time, and recall of major and minor information

Description of Subjects:  Seventy sixth grade students in two elementary schools that serve a variety of socioeconomic backgrounds in northern central West Virginia.  Two pretests were given, Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests and Outlining Subtest of the Wisconsin Design for Reading Development.

2. Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

 A sixth grade social studies textbook not assigned in any of the classrooms in the study was used as a studying measure about the processed the students used in studying and about their retention of major and minor information from a chapter length text.  This chapter was previously used in a 1980 study.  Eight questions from major information and 6 questions from minor information were developed and evaluated for appropriateness and clarity by 2 reading faculty members.  The questions were placed in random order. 

3.  Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.)

Day 1 and 2:  21 paragraphs retyped from the reading skills book were used with 4 blank lines after each paragraph.  Days 3 and 4:  Passages typed with words in the left hand column and blank lines or bland space on the right.  Day 5:  Intact chapter from 5th grade social studies with students writing summaries on own white lined paper.  Treatment was for 5 consecutive days for 45 to 50 minutes and followed a script.  Teachers had 1.5 hours of training prior to the training with practice and feedback. 

4.
What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) were used to report results?

Two pretests were given, Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests and Outlining Subtest of the Wisconsin Design for Reading Development.

5.
Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. 

For major information, treatment did have a significant effect, whereas treatment did not significantly affect recall of minor information.  The treatment group wrote summaries that were overall better that the control group.  Differences were greater on the first 2 paragraphs. The summarization training used transferred to reading and studying behavior.

6.
Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

No:  
X

Yes: 

  If yes, briefly describe.

7.
Were gains in student achievement reported?  

No:  
X

Yes: 

  If yes, briefly describe.

4. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

No:  
X

Yes: 

  If yes, briefly describe.

Study was based on the Rinehart’s doctoral dissertation at West Virginia University.

Summary

Rinehart, Stahl, and Erickson report the direct and indirect effects of a summarization training program on the reading and studying skills of 70 sixth grade students.  Recall of major information on a studying task that used social studies material was improved.  The training also improved summaries of paragraphs that had main ideas explicitly stated in the paragraph over paragraphs where the main idea had to be inferred because it was not explicitly stated.  Summarization training is an effective tool for improving reading and studying skills. The teachers had 1.5 hours of training with some simple lesson scripts before carrying out the instruction. The use of process mediators in this study demonstrated how instruction induced changes in a learner.  Summarization training that has been expanded to include training in identifying main ideas appears to improve students’ reading and learning from text skills that were implemented by classroom teachers after a short orientation.

Ratings (scale: 1–5)

Overall Rating:  3
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