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1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  What was the intended outcome of goal?
Name/Title:  Retelling
Research Question:  What are the effects of practice in retelling on the reading-comprehension performance of proficient and less-proficient fourth-grade readers?

Description of subjects:  (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.)

· 48 4th graders 

· 24 proficient readers 

· 24 less-proficient readers

· 4 schools in Maryland

2.  Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

· Materials were 8 narratives; 4 were determined by Fry readability formula as 2nd grade level for less proficient readers; 4 were determined by Fry readability formula as 4th grade level for proficient readers

· Subjects read stories silently and were instructed to retell as if they were retelling the story for younger children to listen

· At the conclusion of the 1st and 4th sessions the subjects responded to 8 orally administered comprehension (cued-recall) questions; 4 were text explicit questions; 4 were text implicit questions

3. Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.)

· Subjects were randomly assigned to one of four story-order conditions

· Phase I: proficient readers met individually with the researcher for 4 sessions for 2 weeks

· Phase II: less-proficient readers followed same procedures with less difficult texts

· Retellings and cued recall results were analyzed

4. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)

Experimenter-developed comprehension test (cued recall).

Text-based analysis of number of propositions and story structure elements.

5. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. 

Four practice sessions in retelling resulted in improved reading-comprehension performance for both proficient and less-proficient readers.  Both proficient and less-proficient readers answered significantly more cued recall questions after 4 retelling sessions.  For proficient readers there was a statistically significant improvement on both implicit and explicit questions.  For less-proficient readers, there was a statistically significant improvement on implicit but not explicit questions.  Both quantity of information and quality of retelling significantly improved.  The study indicates that readers learn something about organizing and remembering text-acquired information by engaging in verbal reconstructions of silently read texts. 

6. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

No:  



Yes: 
x


If yes, briefly describe.

Interrater reliability was established at 92-95% on various components of analysis.

7.
Were gains in student achievement reported?  

No:  



Yes: 
x


If yes, briefly describe.

Gains in retelling were reported.


If student achievement gains were reported, were they sustained over time?  No.
7. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

No:  
x


Yes: 



If yes, briefly describe.

Review of research indicates that instructional approaches were previously researched with success in other studies.

Summary:
This study documented outcomes of retelling interventions on proficient and less-proficient 4th graders’ reading comprehension performance.  Participants were 48 4th graders in 4 schools in Maryland. Proficient and less-proficient readers read stories silently and retold orally as though a younger child would listen.  During the 1st and 4th weeks, the readers answered cued recall questions.  Results indicate that proficient and less-proficient readers answered significantly more cued recall questions.  Retellings improved in quantity and quality for both groups. Four practice sessions in retelling resulted in improved reading-comprehension performance for both proficient and less-proficient readers. 
Researchers acknowledge:
· Comparisons of readers’ abilities to retell story structure are tentative between proficiency levels due to differences in story structures in texts read
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