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This document provides a synthesis of research that addresses the following research problem:  What are effective instructional strategies that can be used in classrooms to assist low achieving students? Students who are not meeting standards were defined as K-12 students who are low performing on an academic assessment or who are at risk for low performance based on factors such as high poverty. A strategy was defined as a practice or intervention designed to help low-achieving students at the classroom level.

Overall, this research synthesis provided evidence that supports the use of five strategies to help low-achieving students at the classroom level.

· Cognitively oriented instruction

· Heterogeneous grouping structures

· Tutoring, peer tutoring and 

· Computer-assisted instruction.

The complete text of the synthesis includes methodology, background and overview of each of the strategies, characteristics of the studies, summaries of findings, annotated bibliography of selected references and can be accessed from the McRel website. (http://www.mcrel.org/PDF/Synthesis/5022RR_RSHelpingAtRisk.pdf)

The content network has not reviewed these studies. The criteria used by these authors are different from those developed by the Iowa Content Networks.

