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1. What is the name or title of the instructional strategy/model, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  What was the intended outcome of goal?
Name/Title: Effects of High Schools That Work (HSTW) Practices on Student Achievement
Research Question: How do the six clusters of practice recommended by HSTW correlate with school-wide achievement?
Description of subjects:  (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.)

424 high schools from the 650 high schools in the HSTW network  

The students that attend these high schools are career oriented high school graduates.

2.  Describe the strategy/model, program, material, or intervention.

The study looked at six clusters representing key reform practices promoted by HSTW:  curriculum standards, instructional goals, academic/vocational integration, guidance counseling, teacher practices, and work-based learning.

3.  Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.)

Vocational completers were tested in 1996 and 1998.  Sets of multiple cross-sectional data were analyzed - one group pre/post design where pre/post was conducted on different sets of students.  Statistical models were used to control for changes in racial-ethnic composition and SES in both groups.

4. What instruments were used to collect data and what metric(s) (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results?  (Include all measures of dependent variable as well as implementation, attitudes, etc.)

1.  HSTW biannual assessments (NAEP items) in science, mathematics, and reading were administered to a sample of students

2.  Student surveys

3.  Staff surveys

All data were aggregated to the school level

5. Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. 

When more students meet HSTW curriculum standards, there was a positive impact on achievement gains in science, reading, and math. Median gains in reading were 6 points and 12 points in mathematics.  The more time students spent talking to teachers and counselors about their school program resulted in an increase in schools' mean assessment.  Evidence was found for the effectiveness of integrating academic content in the vocational curriculum.  Increases in the proportion of students within a school saying that their academic and vocational teachers were working together to improve skills associated with gains for those schools in mathematics, reading and writing.
6. Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  Did          implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the integrity of the implementation?

No:  

     
Yes: 

 
NA 

If yes, briefly describe.

7.
Were gains in student achievement reported?  

No:  



Yes: 
X


If yes, briefly describe.



See above.


If student achievement gains were reported, were they sustained over time?



NA

7. Replication:  Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

No:  X

Yes: __________


If yes, briefly describe.

Since 1988, SREB has used assessment scores, transcript data, and survey information to keep track of the progress being made by the schools in the consortium. 

Summary:

Rating:

____     Design (scale: 1-5)

We have left the design number blank as it does not fit into 2 or 3. This study is correlational with experimental promise.  


This was an analysis of 424 schools with a mean of 60 students at a school (ranging from 15 to 261 students at a school).  It is a # 2 Campbell Stanley pre-experimental.  

Narrative:

The study examined six key reform practices in 424 HSTW network schools to assess their impact on school-wide academic achievement.  An increase in the percentage of students meeting the recommended curriculum and an increase in the amount of time students talked to teachers and counselors about high school plans had a positive effect on science, mathematics, and reading achievement. 

