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1.
What is the name or title of the instructional strategy, program, material, or intervention?  What was the research question?  Who were the subjects?
Strategy/Program Name/Title:  Everyday Mathematics, University of Chicago School Mathematics Project.

Research Question(s): Is there a difference in student achievement on the Illinois State Mathematics Test between third graders using UCSMP and traditional curriculums?

Description of subjects:  (Include number of participants, age, SES, etc.)  1885 third-graders from 26 schools in nine greater Chicago metropolitan area districts were in the UCSMP group; the comparison groups were nonusers of UCSMP in suburban Cook County and the state of Illinois.  

2.
Describe the treatment (strategy, program, material, or intervention). 

· **Short Summary:

The treatment was the University of Chicago School Mathematics Project (UCSMP). Fourteen of the 26 schools had used the curriculum since kindergarten.  The remaining 12 schools adopted the curriculum during the 1991-92 or 1992-93 school year.
· Key characteristics: The UCSMP is a reform curriculum that incorporates small group work to explore mathematics in real life contexts and incorporates calculators and manipulatives.  Students are encouraged to use these tools or invent strategies to solve problems and share solutions as part of class discussions.
· 
**Math strand (NCTM Content Standard): Algebra, Geometry, Data Analysis & Probability, Number & Operations, Measurement
· **Math topics/areas addressed: All, as an entire curriculum
· **Grade level(s): 3

· Subgroups of students addressed: Some results were reported for low-income populations.
· Technology required:  calculators
· Implementation considerations (e.g., Cost? Extensive staff development, etc.?): School districts had adopted this elementary curriculum.
· Other relevant descriptive information:

3.
Describe the design of the study (sample selection, assignment to treatment, controls, length of intervention, etc.)  Illinois public schools in which all third-grade classrooms were using the UCSMP curriculum were selected. These 26 schools were compared to schools who were not using this curriculum.  The treatment group was broken down further to include 14 schools who had used the curriculum since kindergarten and 12 schools who had adopted the curriculum more recently so students may have only used the curriculum 1 or 2 years.  The control groups included Cook County and all Illinois test results for third graders.  Some schools in the control group were involved in innovative teaching practices and implementation of reform ideas.
4. What was measured, what instruments were used to collect data, and what measures (effect size, tests of significance, etc.) were used to report results? The mathematics section of the Illinois Goal Assessment Project (IGAP) was used.  Students had eighty minutes to answer sixty multiple choice questions on strands that included number concepts and skills, measurement, algebra, geometry, data and estimation.  Means and medians were reported for the test as a whole and each subtest.  The percent of students performing at three different levels of student competence (Not Meeting Goals, Meeting Goals and Exceeding Goals) was also reported. No statistical tests of significance were cited in this article.
5.
Briefly describe and summarize the results of the study. All 26 UCSMP schools scored well above the average state score and three schools scored below the suburban Cook County Schools. The fourteen schools that had implemented UCSMP since kindergarten scored 75 points higher than the state scores - median of 343 as compared to 268.  For these UCSMP schools 54% exceeded state standards and 2% did not meet state standards.  
Subtest scores on all content strands were analyzed for one large district found to be higher when compared to state scores.  When district scores from 1990 and 1993 were compared, there was a significant increase in all subtests except for algebra.  The district score for number concepts and skills was the second highest in the state, 351, and had gained 32 points in 3 years. 

6.
Did the study include an evaluation of how the intervention was implemented?  

No:
X
Yes:

If yes, briefly describe:

It was noted if the third graders had used the UCSMP since kindergarten.  No information was given on teacher implementation of the curriculum.

Did implementation data address both the frequency of use as well as the fidelity of the implementation?

No:     X        
Yes:            
 If yes, briefly describe.
7.
Were gains in student achievement reported?  
No:

Yes:  X
If student achievement gains were reported, were they sustained over time?
No:                
Yes:  X         
 If  yes, briefly describe.
Not studied:

Third graders who had experienced the curriculum since kindergarten, had higher scores, than  third graders with only 1 or 2 years experience or no experience with UCSMP.

8.
Replication:  

Did the study cite previous tests of this treatment?  

No:

Yes:  X

Is this study a replication of an earlier study?

No:            
Yes:  X          
If yes, briefly describe.
Yes from the standpoint that earlier test results from 1990 were also discussed with current data.

9.
**Numerical Rating of Quality of Research Design (scale: 1-5):  3  

10.  **Brief summary of the study: 

This study compared state test results of 1885 third-graders using a reform curriculum to those using other curriculum. All 26 UCSMP schools scored well above the average state scores and the schools who had implemented UCSMP since kindergarten scored even higher. 

Limitations: This report was written by the project director of UCSMP. The report is dated, (in that, revisions have since been made to UCSMP) and these results refer to an earlier edition.  
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