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Agenda Item: Des Moines Public Charter School – Request to Amend 

Charter  
  
Iowa Goal: All PK-12 students will achieve at a high level. 
 
Equity Impact  
Statement: Iowa Public Charter Schools are required to be open to 

all students in accordance with Iowa’s nondiscrimination 
policies and federal Charter School Guidelines.   

 
Presenter: Isaiah McGee, Consultant 
 Bureau of Accreditation and Improvement Services 
 
 David Tilly, Deputy Director 
 Administrator, Division of Learning and Results 
    
Attachments: 2 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the State Board approve the 

request from the Des Moines Independent Community 
School District and Board of Education to amend the 
charter for the Des Moines Public Charter School. 

 
Background: In 2010, the Iowa State Board of Education (State Board) 

granted the Des Moines Independent Community School 
District Board of Education (DMPS Board) a charter to 
operate the Des Moines Public Charter School.  The 
Charter School has been in operation for two years.  
Because of an absence of evidence indicating progress 
toward achieving the mission and goals of the Charter 
School, difficulty recruiting staff, and the inability to recruit 
a highly qualified director for the Charter School, the 
DMPS Board of Education is requesting an amendment 

 
Framework for Board Policy  

Development and Decision Making 
 

Issue  
Identification 

Board  
Identifies 
Priorities 

Board  
Analysis  

Study 

Board 
Follow- 
Through 

Board  
Action 



 
 
 

2 
 

to the charter that would allow them to suspend classes 
at the Charter School for the upcoming school year.  
During that time, the DMPS District and Board would 
develop a plan to meet the Charter School’s objectives, 
and take specific steps to increase accountability to the 
State Board and the students of the District.  These steps 
are outlined in the attachments. 

 
 The DMPS District and Board would report its findings 

back to the State Board by November 1st, determine 
whether it is able to re-propose the Charter (re-proposal 
due in December), with the intent of resuming services to 
students for the 2013-14 school year.     

 
 
 




































