Using the C-Plan Application: Frequently Asked Questions
1. Alternative, alternate, and multiple assessments (Monitoring and Accountability/Assessment)

· Alternative assessment – An assessment that districts may use instead of the state accountability assessment to measure annual improvement goals in reading, math, and/or science. Most districts do not report using an alternative assessment.
· Alternate assessment – An assessment that districts use for state accountability for students with significant disabilities. There are not questions in C-Plan related to this assessment.
· Multiple assessment – An assessment that districts are required to use and report to measure student progress in reading, math, and science.
2. Data pre-populated into C-Plan by the DE:

· Dropout (Monitoring and Accountability/Learning Supports)
· Number of dropouts by subgroup

· Total number of students by subgroup

· Percent dropouts by subgroup

· Core program (Monitoring and Accountability/Student Learning)
· Total number of graduates

· Percent of graduates completing a core program

· ACT (if this is the assessment used to indicate probable post-secondary success) (Monitoring and Accountability/Assessment)

· Number of students with a composite score of 20 or higher
· Number of students taking ACT
· Percent of students with a composite score of 20 or higher

· Post-secondary intentions (Monitoring and Accountability/Student Learning)

· Number of graduates who intend to pursue post-secondary education

· Total number of graduates

· Percent of graduates who intend to pursue post-secondary education


· SINA supplemental services (Learning Environment/Implementation)
· Number of students eligible

· Number of students requesting

· Number of students receiving

· SINA school choice (Learning Environment/Implementation)
· Number of students eligible

· Number of students requesting

· Number of students who transferred

· All DDSDP data (Monitoring and Accountability/Learning Supports)
3. Iowa CORE Inclusion in C-Plan
Questions from the Iowa CORE Implementation plan will be integrated into C-Plan in December 2012. The next certification date for Iowa CORE data elements is still being determined.
4. SINA/DINA designations
SINA/DINA designations will be made in August of each year. Before designations are made, districts and schools are welcome to choose to voluntarily complete SINA/DINA questions using the check box under the location drop-down on the C-Plan Data Entry Page. If a location is determined to be a SINA/DINA location in August, all data will be kept and the SINA/DINA questions will then be required for that location

5. DDSDP process in C-Plan
All data from the district’s most recent DDSDP will be pre-populated into C-Plan.  Districts who had an accreditation site-visit during the 2011-2012 school year will be required to update their DDSDP responses and certify their DDSDP plan by Sept. 15, 2012.  Districts who did not have a site-visit during the 2011-2012 school year will only be able to view their responses but will not be able to edit them until the year after their accreditation site-visit.  ALL districts will be required to approve their DDSDP assurances on the View & Certify Plan page in C-Plan each year.

6. Core Content Standards Questions (Curriculum and Instruction/Content and Standards)
If your school/district has fully implemented the Iowa CORE for reading, math, and/or science you may indicate this in the text boxes related to the content standards that are being used for each subject. In this case, you are not required to list the standards. If your school/district has not fully implemented the Iowa CORE in one or more of the subject areas, you are required to list the content standards that you are currently using. These questions are necessary because schools/districts are not required to have the Iowa CORE fully implemented K-12 until the 2013-2014 school year.

7. C-Plan Templates on the DE Public Website
The public and non-public C-Plan templates posted on the DE public website can be used as a crosswalk between the questions in the C-Plan and where the questions appeared in the previous five applications. The best way to match the questions on the templates to the questions in the C-Plan application is to filter the characteristic and key idea columns in the templates to match the filters in the application.

8. Annual Improvement Goals
Proficiency cut scores have changed from the 41st percentile using the National Percentile Rank on the ITBS/ITED assessments to specific National Standard Scores for each subject and grade-level on the new Iowa Assessments. If your district has used the percent of students that are proficient to define annual goals, you may continue to do so using the new cut scores.

9. District vs. School Plans
The SINA plan is the only school-level plan in C-Plan. All other plans (CSIP, APR, DDSDP, DINA, and Iowa CORE) are district level plans. In the location drop-down at the top of the data entry page, be sure that you select the correct location before you begin to enter data.

10. Combined Questions
There are many questions in C-Plan that schools/districts will need to respond to only once that will then populate into multiple plans. In the left area of the top gray box of each question, the plan(s) that will be populated are indicated.
