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Agenda Item: Community College Distance Education Registration 
   
Iowa Goal:  Individuals will pursue postsecondary education in order to drive   
   economic success. 
 
Equity Impact  
Statement: Community colleges provide open access to education, programs, and 

services.  
 
Presenter:  Roger Utman, Ph.D., Administrator 
   Division of Community Colleges and Workforce Preparation 
 
Attachments:  1 
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that the State Board of Education support the 

registration application of Iowa’s 15 community colleges with the state of 
Minnesota by signing the completed application.  The completion of the 
application process will meet the required registration of Iowa’s 15 
community colleges with the state of Minnesota. 

   
Background: Due to a proposed United States Department of Education (USDE) rule, 

postsecondary institutions which offer on-line courses to residents in 
other states must be registered in those states with the appropriate state 
agency in charge of such registration. While the USDE rule may be 
postponed from its original effective date of July 1, 2011, most states 
already have such a requirement of out-of-state institutions.  

 
 The state of Minnesota has agreed to allow Iowa’s 15 community 

colleges to apply as a single entity if the colleges’ state governing 
authority (State Board of Education) is willing to approve and sign the 
application.  If this request is approved, the Department of Education and 
the Community College Distance Education Coordinators will complete 
the application and provide the necessary required materials and have 
the State Board president sign the application for submission to 
Minnesota. The costs associated with the application will be paid by 
Iowa’s 15 community colleges. 
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